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International Museum Workers Day IMWD was founded in 2015 as a year-round project, as
well as an annual advocacy event. Initiated by American museologist, artist and
filmmaker Homa Taj, IMWD’s mission is to introduce the general public to the myriad
professions relating to the creation, research, discovery and presentation of heritage.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/homataj/
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The project’s original title, a somewhat light-hearted name, was
“Hug A Museum Worker (HAMuseumW).”
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... However, after spending the first two years explaining to participants that ‘hugging’ museum
workers was not to be taken literally, to the relief of many heritage workers, the event was re-named
International Museum Workers Day (IMWD), in 2017.
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Leading up to IMWD2017 on June 29, we introduced the policy of personally inviting (thousands) of art,
design, heritage and museum workers as well as institutions and associations, in 192 countries.

Though IMWD was initially launched as a social media project, we continue to directly reach out to
tens of thousands of heritage professionals – rather than solely rely on social media’s serendipitous,
unpredictable (& unregulated) net.
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In its third year, heritage professionals from 150+ countries engaged with IMWD2017 –
including: Bhutan, Azerbaijan, Slovakia, Tajikistan, Moldova, Chad, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Tonga,
Mozambique, Ghana, Cameroon, Belaize, Oman, Madagascar, Jordan, Swaziland, Botswana, Congo,
Jamaica, Nepal, Kazakhstan, Zimbabwe, Benin, Vietnam, Papa New Guinea, Suriname, Brunei, Haiti,
Cote d’Ivoire, Malaysia, Burkina Faso, Togo, Dominican Republic, Mali, Rwanda, Chad, Senegal, South
Africa, Yemen … as well as throughout the Americas and Europe.
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“In occasione del Museum Workers day 2017 alcuni membri dello staff del
Museo Bagatti Valsecchi di Milano raccontano perchè piace loro lavorare nella

casa museo di museo di via Gesù. [VIDEO]” Museo Bagatti Valsecchi M
ILAN
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With “Museums Beyond Borders” as
its theme, IMWD2018 was marked
in 21 languages, across 12 platforms,
with increased engagement from 20
new countries (170 countries in
total) …
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. . .
including: Timor-Leste,
Angola,Marshall Islands,
Afghanistan, Mongolia,
Seychelles, Djibouti,
Finland, Uganda,
Albania, Maldives,
Dominica, Democratic
Republic Congo, Palau,
the Solomon Islands,
Vanuatu, Pakistan,
Malta, Kyrgyzstan,
Myanmar, & Cyprus.
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In some respects, IMWD may be
viewed as the Switzerland of
heritage projects considering that
we draw our strength from
inclusivity, and are multi-cultural &
multi-lingual.
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As of today, we are not affiliated with any regional, national or international institutions or alliances.
Nor are we aligned with any religious or political groups.
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We are impartial – which does not mean neutral and thus recognize the importance of strategic
partnerships and the need to develop focused policies for specific regions. Certainly, we are pragmatic
since we believe in the necessities of public-private partnerships.
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Above all, we value the critical power of heritage
to help with exchange of views & ideas; to
promote knowledge of other cultures; and to
build bridges between nations.
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To mark the project’s fifth anniversary which took
place on Thursday, October 24, 2019, we dedicated
#IMWD2019 to the theme of SUSTAINABLE
HERITAGE.
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“What do you call a collection of museum workers? A gaggle?
A pride? A herd? From then until now, today we celebrate our incredible

staff who make Queensland Museum the organisation it is.
Happy International Museum Workers Day!

#IMWD2019 #qldmuseum”
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CHINA
SOUTH AFRICA

ANGOLA
ETHIOPIA

KAZAKHSTAN
NIGERIA
SYRIA

MOROCCO
KENYA
ALGERIA
YEMEN

ROMANIA
QATAR
MALASIA

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

NEW ZEALAND
OMAN

PHILIPPINES
PAKISTAN
SINGAPORE
KOREA

UZBEKISTAN
SAUDI ARABIA
JORDAN
VIETNAM
JAPAN

TIMOR LESTE
TUVALU
ZIMBABWE

FIJI
UKRAINE
KUWAIT

CUBA
LESOTHO
CROATIA

GUATEMALA
MEXICO
JAMAICA
BOTSWANA
MONGOLIA
ISRAEL
PERU

PUERTO RICO

SENEGAL
PARAGUAY
MOLDOVA
COLOMBIA
MAURITIUS
SLOVENIA
EGYPT
PALAU
IRAQ
GHANA
TANZANIA

Sample list of countries based out which heritage workers participated in

#IMWD2019
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Courtesy Museum News, China
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IA

For a sampling
of international
coverage of

IMWD through
the years, please
visit our website.
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HOMA TAJ, the founder of IMWD, was born on the Silk Road & migrated to America at the age of 13.
She is a museologist & a filmmaker who holds graduate degrees in museology (Harvard); 19-20th c. arts
institutional histories (The Courtauld Institute); & history of collecting (Oxford Uni). She pursued a D.Phil
on histories of museums in emerging nations also at Oxford. In the 1990's, Taj studied at the Stella Adler

Conservatory in NYC. In 2003, she founded MuseumViews, & in 2015, Int’l Museum Workers Day.

FRANK J CUNNINGHAM is the Executive Director of IMWD Int’l Museum Workers Day. Under
Cunningham's leadership, IMWD has exponentially grown into a global project marked in 21 languages,
across 12 platforms, & in 170+ countries. Since 2003, he has been a contributing editor at MuseumViews.
A native of Ireland, Cunningham is a published poet who holds a Bachelor's Degree in Commerce from

NUI Galway, Ireland.

INT’L ADVISERS - Coming (very) soon.
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Mark your calendars for

#IMWD2020
Thursday, October 22, 2020

Register for update and news on the theme of next year’s celebrations at
IMWD@MuseumWorkersDay.org

FRANK J CUNNINGHAM
Executive Director

International Museum Workers Day
http://museumworkersday.org/

*Unless otherwise specified, all photos courtesy Homa Taj for MuseumViews | International Museum Workers Day IMWD

mailto:IMWD@MuseumWorkersDay.org
http://museumworkersday.org/



