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*Flags of some of the countries that have participated in IMWD, since 2015. 

International Museum Workers Day IMWD was founded in 2015 as a year-round project, as well as an 
annual advocacy event. Initiated by Iranian-American museologist, artist and playwright Homa Taj Nasab, 

IMWD’s mission is to introduce the general public to the myriad professions relating to the creation, 
research, discovery and presentation of heritage.



 The project’s original title was somewhat light-heartedly named  
Hug A Museum Worker #HAMuseumW.
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… After spending the first two years explaining to museum audiences that ‘hugging’ museum 
workers was not to be taken literally, to the relief of many heritage workers, the event was 

re-named International Museum Workers Day #IMWD2017.
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Leading up to IMWD2017, we took the initiative to personally inviting art, design, heritage and 
museum workers as well as institutions and associations, in 192 countries. 

Though IMWD was initially launched as a social media project, we continue to directly reach out to 
tens of thousands of heritage professionals – rather than solely depend on social media’s 
serendipitous, unpredictable (& unregulated) net. In its third year, heritage professionals from 150+ 
countries engaged with IMWD2017 – including: 

Bhutan, Azerbaijan, Slovakia, Tajikistan, Moldova, Chad, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Tonga, Mozambique, 
Ghana, Cameroon, Belize, Oman, Madagascar, Jordan, Swaziland (Eswatini), Botswana, Congo, 
Jamaica, Nepal, Kazakhstan, Zimbabwe, Benin, Vietnam, Papa New Guinea, Suriname, Brunei, Haiti, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Malaysia, Burkina Faso, Togo, Dominican Republic, Mali, Rwanda, Chad, Senegal, South 
Africa, Yemen … as well as throughout the Americas and Europe.
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With “Museums Beyond Borders” as its theme, IMWD2018 was marked in 21 languages, across 12 
platforms, with increased engagement from 20 new countries (170 countries in total), including: Timor-
Leste, Angola, Marshall Islands, Afghanistan, Mongolia, Seychelles, Djibouti, Uganda, Albania, Maldives, 
Dominica, Democratic Republic Congo, Palau, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Pakistan, Malta, Kyrgyzstan, 
Myanmar, & Cyprus.
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Inspired and alarmed by the 
2019 UNITED NATIONS 
Report from The 
Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES), 
IMWD2019 dedicated the 
project’s fifth anniversary 
which took place on 
Thursday, October 24, 2019, 
to the theme of 
SUSTAINABLE HERITAGE.
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In 2020, in partnership with our newly formed sister organization Global Sports Heritage Association (GSHA), we 
acknowledge our commitment to UNESCO’s International Charter of Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport 
which is a rights-based reference that orients and supports policy- and decision-making in all aspects of sport. 

#SportsIMWD took place on Thursday, October 22, 2020. 

Global Sports Heritage Association (GSHA –/’ɡeeʃə/) was founded, in April 2019, with the mission to promote sporting 
culture, history and heritage in various fields, across generations, and around the globe, with equal emphasis on 
recreational sports and physical activities.
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UNESCO Charter International Charter of 
Physical Education, Physical Activity & 
Sport The International Charter of 
Physical Education, Physical Activity and 
Sport is a rights-based reference 
that orients and supports policy- and 
decision-making in sport. 

It promotes inclusive access to sport by 
all without any form of discrimination. It 
sets ethical and quality standards for all 
actors designing, implementing and 
evaluating sport programmes and 
policies.  

This unique text is the expression of a 
common vision by all stakeholders 
whether they are professional or 
amateur athletes, referees, public 
authorities, law enforcement, sports 
organizations, betting operators, owners 
of sports-related rights, the media, non-
governmental organizations, 
administrators, educators, families, the 
medical profession or other 
stakeholders. 

The Charter is available in thirteen 
languages on UNESCO's website.



Challenges brought about by the Covid-19 Pandemic further sealed our commitment to advocating for an appreciation 
of sports heritage in ways that will give stakeholders a better understanding of their place in contemporary society. 
We believe that promoting sports - its culture, history and heritage -, as a form of intangible heritage, may be 
regarded as an added tool for cultivating the ability to make informed, strategic decisions toward balancing and 
optimizing the impact of policy options and priorities at different levels. This is why we invited sports, culture, heritage 
professionals around the world to join the 1st GSHD Global Sports Heritage Day on February 22, 2021.
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At the height of Covid-19, 
we continued to invite fellow 
museum and heritage 
workers to celebrate 
#IMWD2021 despite 
international lockdown 
of majority of museums. 
The online celebrations 
took place on Friday, 
October 22, 2021. 
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… And, we continued our 
celebrations of International 
Museum Workers Day by 
personally inviting museum 
and heritage workers - via 
direct emails, LinkedIn, 
Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 
- to celebrate #IMWD2022 
despite international lockdown 
of majority of museums. The 
online celebrations took place 
on Thursday, October 20, 
2020.  
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… As the world merged from 
the enormous challenges of 
Covid-19, we joined thousands 
of fellow heritage workers in 
celebrating International 
Museum Workers Day 
#IMWD2023. The event took 
place across various museums 
that were opening their doors 
to the greater public, on 
Friday, October 20, 2023. 
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Tuesday, October 22, 
2024 marked the 
TENTH International 
Museum Workers Day 
#IMWD2024. Yes. 
Indeed. It has been 
adventure of a lifetime 
full of thrills and 
memories.  

Needless to say, we 
took this time to re-
view our mission and 
path forward …
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   In some regards, IMWD may be viewed as the Switzerland of heritage projects given that 
we draw our strength from inclusivity, and are multi-cultural & multi-lingual.



Dia Internacional do Trabalho do Museu 
 

International Museum Workers Day 
 

 يوم عمال المتحف العالمي
 

Internationalt Museum Arbejdernes dag  
 

Día Internacional Trabajadores De 
Museos 

 
Giornata Internazionale dei Professionisti 

del Museo 
 

 יום עובדי המוזיאון הבינלאומי
 

Journée internationale des travailleurs 
des musées 

 
Internationaler Museumsarbeitertag 

 
世界博物館職員の日


 

Kansainvälinen museo Työläisten päivä  
 

Internasjonalt museum  
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IMWD's Principals: 

We are multi-cultural & multi-lingual; 
We draw our strength from inclusivity; 
We are not yet affiliated with any regional, national or international institutions or alliances; 
We are not aligned with any religious or political groups; 
We are impartial – which does not mean neutral -, yet recognize the importance of strategic  
partnerships and the need to develop focused policies for specific regions; 
We are pragmatic since we believe in the long-term necessities of public-private partnerships; & 
We are not funded by any regional or national for-profit or non-profit entities.



 
국제박물관 근로자의 날  

 
Международный День Музейных 

Работников 
 

国际博物馆专业人日
 

Internationaler Tag der 
Museumsfachleute  

Internasjonalt museum Arbeidernes dag 

 روز جهانی کارمندان موزه
  

 
 

 
    

Internationaler Tag der 
Museumsfachleute 

 
Internationale Museumarbeidersdag 

 
Internasjonalt museum 
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